Archives for UFO Research (AFU)
  P.O.Box 11027,  S-600 11  Norrköping, Sweden

  Anders Liljegren, editor AFU Newsletter
  Norrköping, Sweden, July 2, 1996

   To:  
Robert E. Bartholomew, Dept. of Sociology and Psychology, James 
Cook University, Townsville 4811, Queensland, Australia 

Dear Robert, 

Clas Svahn sent me his e-mails from you, for review. I have gone through my files and, to my own disappointment, I found that several letters from you, through the years, must have gone unanswered by me.  

I found one letter of October 12, 1990, written directly to me during your honeymoon stay in New York, plus enclosures (many of your articles for sociological journals). Mark Rodeghier had referred you to me. I found yet another letter, dated 12 February, 1994, written from Malaysia to my friend and colleague Håkan Blomqvist.  Obviously Sven Ove Hansson of the Swedish organization of sceptics had referred you to Håkan (who is our contactee/new age expert). Håkan gave me the letter, thinking I was the one most capable of a reply. 

I try to imagine why I, so shamefully, have overlooked your kind, knowledgable, enquiries. On receiving your 1990 mailing I distincly remember moments of being very thrilled by it, thinking ”now I had found yet another associate”!! However, the autumn and winter of 1990-91 was very hectic at my place of work. I was then head of a small computer department working almost around the clock. In 1991 I changed for a less responsible position, with some more time for ”ufology”, but there were always other projects that took on priority, such as my newsletters (AFU Newsletter) and the expanding AFU archives. By early 1994, as I got your letter to Håkan, I was probably preoccupied with the new AFU archives locality and organizing AFU´s projects for out-of-work people. AFU has had some 30 people employed, since February 1993, working (4-7 month periods) on our files and databases. This has been important for our archives collection and has provided us with an invaluable infra structure.

I have always made it a point, however, to put ”kindred souls” on my free mailing list for the AFU Newsletter, as a sort of compensation. I know from my book-keeping that we have mailed at least issues 38 and 39 to you. I will now start working on issue 40, destined to be a report on the 1946 wave with some unpublished material. I aim for publication in early or mid-September.  

I realize you might have ”missed” many of our earlier issues, with some material, now and then, on the historical waves. Please advise me what AFU Newsletters you have and I will make a package of other newsletters which might possibly be of interest to you in your research. Jerome Clark has used some of our material in his Encyclopedia series.

I reread your Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica article on the ghost rockets. I notice your reference (7) to our work published in the 1988 book ”Phenomenon”, edited by Spencer & Evans. This book was actually a spill-over from the Evans & Spencer main (British published) book ”UFOs 1947-1987, the 40 year search for an explanation” published in 1987 by Fortean Tomes of London for BUFORA. Clas´ and mine article there, ”The ghost rockets”, is perhaps the better of the two. If you have missed it, I’ll be glad to make a copy for your files. 

Re-reading your 1990 letter, I sence a fear that you were be writing to another ”ET enthusiast”, who would be likely to interpret all heavenly phenomena in such a context. I can assure you, 100 per cent, that neither Clas, nor me, nor anyone in the AFU / UFO-Sweden nucleus of co-workers are single-minded ET followers (like some American people, Stanton Friedman, and others). Our interest comes from curiosity and anyone of us is ready to accept any reasonable explanation for a particular phenomenon. 

We appreciate, and applaud, any scientist willing to look into this phenomenon. UFO-Sweden and AFU has been recognized, even by the Swedish skeptics of Sven Ove Hanssons organization, for our work. They (the skeptics) admit that we are doing what they, themselves, should be doing -- if they had the time and knowledge. Our archive has become an enormous asset for our work.  

The AFU core group (Clas, Håkan Blomqvist and me) have written extensively on Swedish UFO history and cases, exposing them for what they probably are. We found the Domsten 1958 abduction attempt to be a hoax (see Jerome Clark´s series). I am writing a new detailed study, with socio-psychological overtones, on another wellknown Swedish case, the September 1959 close encounter experienced by Mr. Gideon Johansson. In about 1970 I wrote an article on that case for Britain´s Flying Saucer Review. I nowadays think the psychological profile of this witness matches, rather perfectly, a fantasy-prone personality. We in Sweden just wonder if it is possible to find one single close encounter case without such caracteristics..? 

Do not apologize for being a skeptic. We all should be. Sweden is one of the few countries in the western world where hypnosis is not practiced by leading UFO researchers. 

Not being an educated sociologist I have, of course, some difficulty to understand the words and thinking of your profession. On the other hand, I found nothing in your article (on the 1946 wave) that does not match my own thinking, besides those parts that I - out of ”ignorance” for sociology - simply just couldn´t grasp.  There are, however, two minor misunderstandings:

1) There was no particular flap of sightings on the evening of July 10. ”The previous night” as you write on page 179. The actual first flap-date was July 9. A day-time meteor (or bolide) crashed into the mid-Swedish atmosphere, in full sunshine, and with thousands of vacationing Swedes as witnesses, at 14.30 hours on July 9. This resulted in at least 300 written reports to the Defence Staff. Swedish ufologists are still receiving reports from people who remember that event when they were young... This was the same meteor that was photographed from an air-reconnaissance tower and circulated in August 1946 all over the world as the ghost rocket photograph. 

2) You write: ”According to a declassified memorandum from the Swedish defence staff archives, military representatives conducted first-hand field investigations of at least 28 cases.” (page 179)  This is a slight misunderstanding of our text. I, personally, made a listing of military investigations, as a working document for our Project 1946. This list (of 28 cases) which I made about 1985-86 was based on a large number of former secret documents but was never, of course, a part of the declassified files. I was the author of that list, not anyone within the defence head quarters.

3) ”...the Svartvike sulfite factory...” should be Svartvik (without the -e).

I enjoyed your article and am sure that you will find further facts for your arguments from data that will eventually pour out of our Project 1946. My current plan is to write a fairly extensive piece on the 1946 phenomenon for AFU Newsletter # 40, intended as a 50th anniversary ”special issue”. Our economy puts some restrain on the number of pages I can use. My plans are to concentrate the text on one or two dozen of the best cases (many of them not published by the newspapers of those days). I have taken note of your particular wish of having data on the very genesis of the wave. I may also publish some rough statistics and some tid-bits from the military working committee and their ”inner sanctum” thoughts on the wave.

Last year I attempted to get a grant, for writing a more lengthy historical piece in English on the 1946 wave, from the same source as Jan Aldrich (with whom I have had a lot of exchange and correspondence, he has republished my bibliography on references to WWII UFO reports). Mark Rodeghier took my case to the coalition, but the financier (Bigelow) had then backed out. I had intended to write something to be published this spring or summer, but that project failed. I asked for money to pay for, at least, a few months of absence from my regular work and this was was, seemingly, not popular with American ufologists. It seems it is not common practice that ”UFO money” go as a compensation for regular salary or income. Now, Clas and I will try our best during those hours that we can free from regular (paid & unpaid) work.

Actually, publishing data on the 1930´s and 1946 waves are the very ”essence projects” of my current life. Me and Clas do need a gang of interested people, such as yourself, Loren Gross, Eddie Bullard, Jan Aldrich, Mark Rodeghier, Ole Jonny Braenne, and maybe a dozen others, who have written to us on these Scandinavian phenomena and sent us your data...to support us. We need all the moral and practical support we can get from you. My long-time aim (dream) has been, and is, to publish several ”The Airship File”-catalog-style tomes of our waves, in English. Based on all our combined Scandinavian (and international) sources. Since we are not only restricted to newspaper data here, the timeline would include a mixture of data from many different kinds of sources, some much more reliable than media data. On some days the timelines would even run hour-by-hour, or minute-by-minute. 

I can see at least four future projects:

1). The 1930s ghost fliers. Based on Swedish, Norwegian and Finnish material. We have much of it at our hand. I have an extensive collection of newspaper material from many local north-Scandinavian newspapers such as Umebladet, Västerbottens Folkblad, Norrbottens-Kuriren and Tidens Tegn. We recently acquired micro films from the Finnish investigations and have the Norwegian data on loan for copying, from Ole Johnny Braenne. We have not been able to finance copies of the main bulk of the Swedish ghost flier data. This is a lot of documents and maps, estimated by the War Archives in Stockholm to be some 3.500 pages. This would cost us some 10.000 SEK to get on paper, which would be the most practical media to work with. The main part of is old, folio sized papers. 

2). The 1946 ghost rockets. Definitely the priority project now. About 160-200 core ”rocket” sightings (not identified by defence authorities in 1946, nor by us), several hundred other very interesting light phenomena, eight or ten prominent meteor/bolide incidents causing the remaining 800-900 reports (I can give you a list of all the meteor dates), radar cases, trace cases. The media reporting on the wave is a chapter in itself. A lot of leading articles were written by (political) editors of many newspapers, accusing the Russians - or others - depending on political colour of the paper. The communists, of course, blamed the Germans, which may not have been as far-fetched as it probably seemed then.

3). The Swedish ghost rockets...continued. How the Swedish story continues with several hundreds of new cases, after 1946. RPV/UAV-like objects, crashes in lakes, etc.  This would be a great puzzle for Aviation Week pensioner Philip Klass, I predict.

4). The 1980s phantom submarines -- a close parallell to the other waves. More than 6.500 sightings in the Navy files, to be declassified at some distant time of the future..? Another submarine committee finished their review work of this data last year. There is a 16-page summary in English. Would you like a copy...? Speaking (writing) of mass hysteria, this is a(nother) case in point. AFU has a very extensive file of press reporting on this 1980s wave. Who to blame? The Russians, of course. In the 18th century there were ”ghost riders” in Sweden (Russians, of course) and in the early 20th century there were ”sågfilare” (saw-filers) touring the country, claimed to be secret Russian spies.  

A few years ago I translated some sample pages of catalog-style data of ghost rocket sightings. I used this sample data base when I asked for a US grant last year. I enclose a copy for your review...and comments. I started the sample on July 1, 1946, but of course the final script would include all (most) cases.

All 1946 cases are available as a dBase IV (or Microsoft Access) file in similar style as the other of our 12.000 sightings. The same file also includes raw data on a selection of some 3-400 ghost flier sightings and some 3-400 submarine sightings, among other data. Each record has 20-30 coded fields, including date, time, place, county, short description, number of witnesses, duration and a source field. One record per incident, not like the old UFOCAT file. The file is not a file of scanned reports, that´s another project for the future. (If we find money for the necessary computer equipment (a good Pentium, a scanner, a tape backup) the Swedish unemployment authorites would give us unlimited resources of work-force...)  

I have been thinking about a strategy for publishing historical Scandinavian data of this kind. I think it would be very important for the reader to be able to use the final document both as 1) a report catalogue and 2) as a structured time-lined story of how the wave(s) enfolded mediawise, defence-wise, research-wise, sociologically -- the two combined in one time-line. The cases are an integretated part of the story so they would be included one after the other as the story enfolds. The working document should first include the most important cases and media incidents and would later be expanded to a more complete format. 

Or.... another model: a general timeline story with lots of references to a sepatate report catalogue. I think this would be impractical for the reader, he/she would have to thumb back and forth through the documents, to get the complete picture. What is your opinion? 

Another project I have been into is the reading of Swedish emigrant newspapers from the 1890´s. There were several hundred US newspapers published in Swedish, by Swedish emigrants, mainly in the mid-West. A few years ago I spent a few hours at the excellent collection of the Emigrant Institute in Växjö. With no problem I found several nice stories, probably never recorded by you Americans. One 1897 story I remember was about a Swedish emigrant reporting his sighting of ”men from the Moon”. I´m trying to inspire one of my local ufologist colleagues down there in Småland (where most US emigrants came from) to follow this line of research. 

I have a new Pentium computer (partly donated to AFU as a tool by a wealthy Stockholm financier who desparately wants me to publish our 1946 data) with a modém but has not connected to Internet yet. I don´t see the net as a priority in my life. I will never have the time for that, really. Snail mail is nice, e-mail is stressing - who will be able to collect stamps in the future, and who will care to file history on permanent paper?

If you have some quick message for me you could send it via Clas and he could print it for me. My snail-mail address is at the top of this letter.

Let´s keep in contact, and, please be patient with us Swedes. Hope the enclosed translation will give you a ”feel” of the good old wave, 50 years later.

Very sincerely,

Anders Liljegren

